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OFFICIAL CONTEST RULES & PENALTIES 
· THE BISHOP LUERS MIDWEST SHOW CHOIR INVITATIONAL IS AN OPEN CONTEST. CHOIRS COMPETE ON AN EQUAL BASIS WITH NO DISTINCTION BASED ON SCHOOL, OR CHOIR, OR ON THE EXPERIENCE OF THE CHOIR.  

· AWARDS WILL BE GIVEN A, B, AND C CLASSES, WOMENS & MENS CLASS, WITH THE TOP 6 MIXED CHOIRS COMPETING IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP SING-OFF.

· THE OLYMPIC-STYLE SCORING METHOD WILL BE USED.  HIGH AND LOW SCORES WILL BE ELIMINATED AND THE FOUR REMAINING SCORES ARE AVERAGED.  

· IN THE EVENT OF A TIE, THE HIGHEST VOCAL SCORE WILL BE USED AS A TIEBREAKER, AGAIN USING THE OLYMPIC SCORING METHOD.

· Your hosts will meet you at the unloading zone (front of Bishop Luers High School) and will be with you during the duration of your competition.

1. Personnel. The total number of singers/dancers, instrumentalists and technical crew may not exceed 75.  All performers must be students of the participating high school, as attested to by the director on the Certification Form.
Penalty: For every participant over 75, ten points will be deducted

2. The director may be onstage with the choir and may direct or accompany as they wish. Only directors, assistant directors and students will be allowed on the contest stage.   

3. Non-student accompanists will be limited to two. A director or an assistant may accompany the group as needed.  Please indicate which instruments are being played by non-students.
Choir will not be eligible for caption awards if more than two adult band members are participating.

4. Set-up, performance, takedown time. The performance will consist of one 25 minute time section.  The stage will be preset according to your specification. Timing begins when the first person steps foot on the stage for set-up (after stage is preset.)  The director should notify the stage official when set-up is complete and the group is ready to be announced.  Timing will stop until announcement of the choir and the first performer steps on to the stage.  (Instrumentalists may remain on stage after set-up and before announcement of the choir.) Official Timing ends when all the equipment is removed and the last person has stepped off the stage. Please note that the stairs are not considered part of the stage.
Penalty: For every minute or fraction of a minute a group exceeds 25 minutes, five points will be deducted.  (2 minutes – 10 points etc.)

5. Staging. All Show Choirs must use the Stage Right platforms provided. Sixteen of these (4-8”legs, 4-16”legs, 4-24”legs and 4-32”legs) will be preset on the stage at each location to provide the best possible sound reinforcement from the microphones. Back drops and sets are allowed to the extent they fit the dimensions of the performance and storage areas, and fit within the doorways of the building and stage. (See Equipment Information Form. All groups must use the platforms. Some changes may be permitted at the discretion of the Contest Host. These changes must be pre-arranged and must take place during the allotted 5 minutes staging time. Please indicated specific changes on diagram.) 
6. * All equipment will be brought on stage LEFT and removed by way of stage RIGHT.  During the performance, choir members may enter and exit from either side.  (NEW REVISION TO THE RULES)
7. All stagehands must be high school students. However, adults may assist the students in transporting risers, props, etc. To and from the stage area. They may also assist in setting up and handling equipment on the stage but they will not be allowed on the stage during the actual performance.
Penalty: Ten point fine for any parents on stage during the actual performance.

8. Choirs are free to present any type of performance they wish. There is no minimum or maximum number of songs a group must perform.  Copies of music need not be furnished to the judges.
9. Penalty: Indicate which instruments are being played by non-students, as they will not be eligible for awards.  There is a five point penalty for any additional adults

10. Any type of LIVE instrumental accompaniment may be used.  Taped accompaniment may NOT be used in the HIGH SCHOOL COMPETITION.  The use of a synthesizer and its capabilities is acceptable.

11. Special lighting, which necessitates turning off the contest lights, will not be permitted.
Penalty: A five-point deduction will result for use of special lighting
12. The use of fire on stage in any form (i.e. candles, fireworks, etc.) will not be permitted. Special effects such as fire extinguishers, fog or dry ice must have approval BEFORE THE DAY OF THE CONTEXT, ABSOLUTELY NO CHEMICAL FOG ALLOWED.
13. Special effects (i.e. confetti, etc.) that obstruct the effective performance of the following group will only be allowed if the group completely cleans the stage area at the end of the performance.  This will be determined by the contest stage official.
Penalty: Use of special effects that hinder the following group’s performance will result in a five point deduction 
14. Choirs performing in the evening Championship Sing-off must repeat the same show that was performed in the preliminary competition.  Changes recommended by the judges, which do not represent a significant departure from the original show, may be incorporated. 
Penalty: A choir that performs a show in the Championship Sing-off which is judged to be different, in a significant way from the earlier performance, will be awarded fifth runner-up
15. Communication from any audience member from your school, staff member, director or choreographer to any personnel on stage is prohibited and may result in disqualification.
Penalty: Communication of any kind will result in a last place position in the finals and during the prelims, may result in a disqualification for the day.
16. All homerooms are to be left in the same condition as they are found at check in time. Room damage or destruction done to any facilities or equipment by any student or adult representative of the school will result in the school being assessed for damages. NO FOOD OR BEVERAGES OTHER THAN WATER ARE ALLOWED IN THE HOMEROOMS. This is a school policy and we must adhere to it.
17. There will be no outside food brought into the school. This is a fund raiser for our Bishop Luers Show Choir Invitational and we have a wide selection of food items priced at different amounts.
Choirs bringing outside food may be disqualified; unless due to medical conditions.  
18. A director or adult chaperone MUST be in a homeroom occupied by students. Rooms found in violation will be locked until the director can be notified. Further violations will result in disqualification.

19. Instrumentalist and singers may NOT play or sing or warm up in the hallways or homerooms. 
Penalty: Five points for each infraction or possible disqualification from contest.
